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BUMPER  
“BETWEEN PAPERS 2 and 3” PRACTICE 

PAPER (Q1 to Q27) 
 

FOUNDATION TIER (Summer 2017) 
 

EXAMINERS REPORTS & 
MARKSCHEME 

 
Not A “best” Guess paper.  

 
Neither is it a “prediction” ... only the examiners know what is going to come 

up! Fact!   
You also need to REMEMBER that just because a topic came up on paper 1 or 

Paper 2 it may still come up on paper 3 
 

We know how important it is to practise, practise, practise …. so we’ve 
collated a load of questions that weren’t examined in the Pearson/edexcel 
NEW   9-1 GCSE Maths paper 1 and paper 2 but we cannot guarantee how a 

topic will be examined in the final paper  
Enjoy!   

 
Mel & Seager  

 
NB: Some of these questions may have also been included in the papers used 
between papers 1 and 2 … the practise is good for you! 
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EXAMINERS COMMENTS 
 

Q1. to Q11 No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q12. A large number of students had no method to start this question at all. Rather than starting by 

listing multiples of 4 and 5 many just chose random numbers or multiples of 2 and 3. 

 

Q13. This question was answered very well. In part (i), most students listed multiples of 30 and 

multiples of 18 and identified 90, or 180, as a common multiple. Students were not quite as successful 

in part (ii). Instead of giving their common multiple as the number of table decorations some students 

divided it by 2 or multiplied it by 2. 

 

Q14.This question about powers proved a bit too difficult for many candidates. Part (a) was the best 

answered as candidates could use their calculators to work out the correct answer but after this 

candidates did struggle with p5 often being given as an incorrect answer for (b). Part (c) was usually 

better answered and in part (d) a few more gave the correct answer of 6. 

 

Q15. No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q16. In part (a), most candidates gained at least one mark giving at least 4 of the correct integers. 

There were some errors interpreting the difference between the inequality symbols with confusion as 

to whether -2 and 3 should be included. Some candidates appeared to have misunderstood the question 

and gave a final answer of 5 to indicate how many integers met the inequality. Candidate's answers 

for part (b) included both formal algebraic solutions and trial and improvement methods. Trial and 

improvement often yielded the correct integer answer from straightforward inspection whereas, many 

candidates who reached 11⁄3 did not go on to give 4 as their final answer and so lost the final mark.  

 

Q17. In part (a), writing down the possible values of n was well done with just over half of candidates 

scoring both marks. About a fifth scored one mark, generally for not including the −2 in their answer. 

Surprisingly many of the candidates who scored one mark missed out the 0. A number of candidates 

drew inequalities diagrams as an aid to help them find the values.  

In part (b), most candidates scored no marks. The most common error was to just list the integer 

values whilst some wrote inequalities without any letters. A few candidates either got the inequality 

signs mixed up or only got one of the signs the correct way and so only scored one mark. Many 

candidates used n or N rather than x, but were not penalised for this.  

Q18.No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q19. Point E was correctly identified as the answer for part (a) by most students. The most common 

incorrect response was D, corresponding to the point (1, 4). 

In part (b) students usually plotted a point which with points A, B and C formed a kite. Sometimes 

students failed to label the point but the mark was awarded provided the answer was unambiguous. 

Writing down the coordinates of P was not done as well as might have been expected with many 

students writing down the y coordinate as the x coordinate and vice versa. 

Q20. No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q21. This six-mark question testing functional elements for understanding a bank account with the 

interpretation of a line graph was well-answered. Candidates scored good marks in the graphical 

interpretation, and part (a) gave a good spread of marks as some candidates mixed up the £85 going 

out instead of in and the £45.56 going in rather than being taken out. 

 

Q22. No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q23. The first three parts of this question were answered quite well with a correct response from 72%, 

63% and 88% of candidates, respectively. Part (d) was also well done though some lack of care was 

evident with a significant number of candidates either misreading the temperature scale or making an 

error in their arithmetic. The incorrect answer 10 was commonly seen. Candidates who wrote down the 

subtraction of their two temperatures were more likely to gain potential credit in such circumstances. 

Few did. 
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Q24. Many candidates scored some marks on this question. There were often able to 

find the median from the stem and leaf diagram although 66 was a common error. The range was less 

successfully answered. Most candidates showed no working for this part of the question. Those that 

did, with incorrect answers, used 81 as the largest value. Another common error was just to give 58 

as the range. In part (c) candidates were expected to compare, whilst many wrote the correct managed 

to say something plausible for the raise in the median values, few pupils made correct comments about 

the increase in the range. Too many candidates gave long explanations about what exercise does to 

your body and did not concentrate on the mathematics. 

 

Q25. No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q26. No Examiner's Report available for this question 

 

Q27. Only a minority of students chose to derive a set of simultaneous equations to solve. The majority 

of students used a trial and improvement approach to the solution, which could only be credited on 

giving the correct answers. Common incorrect answers scoring 0 marks were £7.50 (from 30÷4) and 

£5.50 (from 22÷4). 
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Mark Scheme 
 

Q1. 

 
Q2. 

 
Q3. 

 
Q4. 

 
 

Q5. 
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Q6. 

 
Q7. 

 
Q8. 

 
 

Q9. 

 
Q10. 

 
Q11. 
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Q12. 

  

Q13. 

  

 Q14. 

  

Q15. 
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Q16. 

  

 

Q17. 

  

 

Q18. 

 
 

Q19. 
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Q20. 

 
 

Q21. 

  

Q22. 
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Q23. 

  

 

Q24. 

 
  

Q25. 

 
 

Q26. 
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Q27.  

 

  

 
 


